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INTRODUCTION 


This volume begins the publication of the texts excavated by me in the 
spring of 1925 at the site of the ancien city of Nuzi, the modern Yorghan Tepe, 
a mound about ten miles Sout-West of Kirkuk. 

All tablets form part of the archives of a prominent family, covering six 
generations, and probably date from the middle of the second millemnium 
B. C.. Through them we can reconstruct in great detail the family and social 
life of a people, the Hurri, thus far practically unknown. 

A volume of specimen translations, prepared in collaboration with my 
former student Dr. Ephraim A. Speiser, is now nearly complete. The personal 
names, names of cities, etc., will be published separately. Complete discussion 
of the date will be given in a volume describing the excavations. Here I have 
gathered texts illustrative of family laws. Their character is made clear, among 
others, by the very titles of the tablets which include (tupp1) mdriiti, mdrtitr, 
ahitti, ahdtit., and madrtnitr tu kallatit’. Of these the mdriti documents are 
by far the commonest. They are very seldom concerned with actual ‘‘adoption”. 
The term is to be understood in most cases as ‘‘inheritance” which, in turn, 
is but an indirect indication of a “sale”. For a complete study of the various 
types of documents comprising the Nuzi material the reader must be referred 
to the volume of translations. 

A preliminary discussion concerning this material and prepared in colla- 
boration with Dr. E. A. Speiser has just now appeared in the Annual of the 
American Schools of Oriental Research under the title of ‘‘A ‘New Factor in 
the History of the Ancient East”. 

As the work is very well advanced, it is expected that the publication of 
the Nuzi finds will be speedily completed. 


Philadelphia, August 10th, 1926. 
EDWARD CHIERA. 


DESCRIPTION, OF THE SIABLETS 


Measurements are given in millimeters, length by width by thickness. 
Whenever a tablet or fragment varies in size, the largest measurement is 
given. All tablets are unbaked. 


TEXT PLATE CATALOGUE MEASUREMENTS Room 
1 1 685 97 = 71 —28 16 
2 2 691 115-66 — 28 16 
3 3 249 107 — 78 — 34 16 
4 4 994 114 —79 — 27 15 
5 5—6 570 fi 4m7 se) 15 
6 6 252 Fh = Oy = BD 15 
7 7 577 88. 632-30 15 
8 8 586 S507 > 15 
9 9 —10 210 99 —70—31 13 
10 10 641 93 = 6624 15 

11 141 522 OW) — (heh = 27) 15 
12 £2 518 410—68.-.26 16 
13 13) 41 401 190 =F = Oo 16 
14 14 419 870322 16 
15 15 241 91 — 66 — 26 16 
16 16 280 93 — 64 — 29 15 
17 A? 476 OD Dy AD 
18 18 480 326 2=o 16 
19 19 506 04: 67-228 14 
20 20 500 104 — 68 — 28 15 
21 21 592 94 56—2 26 16 
a2 22 529 £12 05 24 15 
25 DS Dl Se 106 — 68 — 29 19 
24 24 493 63 pt 18 15 
25 25 526 7} — 15 
26 26 530 WS} FD — oy 15 
27 27 29 102=903==A8 is 
28 28 186 100077 2 16 
29 20) Ome 45 112) 80-130 12 
30 30 495 93— 71 = 20 15 
31 31 27> Ai Oa, OOO 15 
52 32 325 97 — 69 — 30 15 
33 33 292 93 — 65 — 27 12 
34 34 376 104 72-30 16 
35 35 368 117 O74 16 
36 36 388 105 — 64 — 24 16 
37 elise 382 S0) epee Ve) 16 
38 38 — 39 713 (ilk = 70) ==3¥1| 16 


39 39 653 ‘S701 222 4 


CaTALOGUE 
441 
436 
406 
408 
410 


MEASUREMEN’TS 


S772 —28 
104 —79—31 
O7103—26 
Cll = 7 
NOY CP == DD 
10974 
112 — 68 — 30 
105 O==20 
HOD= 7O= SD 
M0726 
Ae SOO 
123 — 78 — 30 
O3== 62255 
88 — 64 — 27 
MD Fei Ae 
1065) 2-230 
102 — 86 — 34 
111370 = 28 
105 == 01126 
i220 
MO Fil = 38 
106 — 72 — 32 
S0= 04-27 
101 — 69 — 22 
91 — 65 — 30 
93 — 71 —30 
0020 
HANG] — (= Shl 
11S = 2 
78 — 60 — 23 
118 — 70 — 28 
7G D— 
94 —67 — 23 
104 — 61 — 28 
88 — 58-— 25 
60 — 68 23 
105 — 66 — 26 
NILA Pe 
106—"72— 31 
10368 == 
Ot 6025 
AA O26 
114 79234 
1A = oo 
86 — 60 — 22 


CATALOGUE 
724 
498 
901 
815 
798 
965 
747 
719 
867 
581 
960 
5514 
861 
185 

67 
455 


MEASUREMENTS 
142 —79 = 30 
91° 70— 23 
122682235 
104 —76— 27 
AOL Sod 
3327225 
(Wi FR Sy 
115— 7135 
AA OOo 
(iA=s07 =o 
$5 = 653 —92 
R735) 
7 == Of = 20 
97 - 66—28 
94 —72—30 
96 — 74—34 
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